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his dusky sweetheart or his wife to cause him to
see the error of his ways, and persistent adherence
to the white party would result in his losing her.
The women were converted to radicalism before
the men, and they almost invariably used their
influence strongly in behalf of the League.    If
moral suasion failed to cause the delinquent to see
the light, other methods were used.   Threats were
common and usually sufficed.  Fines were leyied by
the League on recalcitrant members. In case of the
more stubborn, a sound beating was effective to
bring about a change of heart. The off ending party
was "bucked and gagged," or he was tied by the
thumbs and thrashed.   Usually the sufferer was
too afraid to complain of the way he was treated.
Some of the methods of the Loyal League were
similar to those of the later Ku Klux Klan. Anony-
mous warnings were sent to obnoxious individuals,
houses were burned, notices were posted at night
in public places and on the houses of persons who
had incurred the hostility of the order.  In order to
destroy the influence of the whites where kindly
relations still existed, an "exodus order" issued
through the League directed all members to leave
their old homes and obtain work elsewhere. Some
of the blacks were loath to comply with this order,